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“The metropolitan food system quantified and georeferenced: The spatial 

opportunities for (peri-)urban food production and recycling of nutrients in the 

Oslo region” 

 

Victor Matasov will briefly give some information about Moscow State University, Faculty 

of Geography first. Then he will talk about completed project, which lasted from 2016 to 

2018. The main aim of the project was to show how people changed their environment 

during Holocene. For that purpose several key areas situated in different natural 

conditions were choosen across the forest zone of European Russia. Palaeoecological 

methods were used to study earliest periods, and for last 400 years we also used 

historical statistics, maps and sattelite images to reconstruct spatial distribution of land 

use and land cover change. To describe the contribution of natural (such as relief, soils, 

climate, etc.) and economic factors (distance to settlement, roads, population density, 

etc.) to land change we used statistical analysis. It allowed us to compare how different 

natural conditions infulenced land use, it's spatial structure, intensity and rates of change. 

And also to find links with underlying drivers of land change such as population dynamic, 

land management regimes and political shifts. 

 

 

 

The title represents the research topic of Maria de Maeztu postdoctoral fellow Ola Stedje 
Hanserud at ICTA-UAB, whose work is associated with the H2020 project Integrated 
System Analysis of Urban Vegetation and Agriculture (URBAG). He will be working with 
the LET team this autumn to approach the topic and apply LET’s methodologies and 
knowledge to the case of the Oslo region. The work is placed within the framework of 
urban metabolism, primarily focusing on flows of nutrients in the regional food system. A 
central question in the research is: What are the spatial opportunities for urban food 
production and recycling of nutrients from different waste flows in the Oslo region? This 
question is key to understand the opportunities and limitations for scaling up urban food 
production being promoted for several bigger cities worldwide. In the presentation he will 
introduce his work, the data available for the case study so far, and his research 

background. 


